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A Moonlit Meeting 
on the Thames

• Imagine: 1575, Queen Elizabeth I 
visits Dee at Mortlake

• Dee’s world: manuscripts, star-
charts, whispered secrets

• Scientist or mystic?



Scholar and 
Mathematician

• Born 1527, Cambridge prodigy

• Expert in math, astronomy, 
navigation, optics

• Advocated Copernican 
heliocentrism

• Advised explorers like Martin 
Frobisher



England’s Largest 
Private Library

• Over 4,000 books: Euclid, 
Pythagoras, Cabala, alchemy

• Hub for Europe’s seekers

• No conflict between math & 
magic



A Glyph for the 
Cosmos

• 1564: Monas Hieroglyphica 
published

• Combines sun, moon, Aries, 
cross, mercury

• Symbolic key: macrocosm 
mirrors microcosm

• Influenced Rosicrucian thought



Astrologer and 
Royal Advisor

• Selected Elizabeth I’s coronation 
date

• Aligned rule with celestial order

• Lost favor as court grew wary of 
mysticism



Communion with 
Angels

• Late 1580s: scrying with Edward 
Kelley

• Rituals: prayers, wax seals, black 
obsidian showstone

• Transcribed Enochian language: 
Adam’s tongue

• “After fasting and prayer… we set 
the shewstone upon the Table”

• (Sloane MS 3188),



The Voice of 
Angels

• 1st Enochian Key sample:

• “Ol sonf vorsg...”

• Believed to be Book of 
Enoch restored

• Dictated in reverse to 
guard power



Woman Clothed 
with the Sun

• Daughter of Fortitude, 1587

• “I am Understanding and Science 
dwelling in Darkness…”

• Echoes Gnostic Sophia

• Hermetic struggle: purity & 
corruption



A Shattered 
Partnership

• Angels demanded radical 
obedience

• Dee & Kelley’s relationship 
shattered

• Returned to England; library 
plundered, reputation ruined



Dee’s Echoes 
Through Time

• Enochian revived by 
Golden Dawn & Crowley

• Monas inspired 
Rosicrucian manifestos

• Science & mysticism 
intertwined



Science and Mysticism 
Intertwined

• Boundaries between reason & 
revelation

• Neoplatonic unity, cosmic 
harmony

• A mind reaching for the stars: 
telescope & crystal ball



Thank You

• “To study Dee is to glimpse the 
Renaissance mind…”

• Thank you for listening

• Questions welcome!
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